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AUSTRALIAN MARITIME SAFETY AUTHORITY — 
LIVE ANIMAL EXPORT — CERTIFICATION WITHDRAWAL 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.06 pm]: 
Today I welcome the decision by the Australian Maritime Safety Authority to temporarily ban the vessel 
Al Messilah from live exports following a noncompliant inspection. In 2016, up to 3 000 sheep died from heat 
stress aboard the vessel during a trip from Fremantle to the Persian Gulf. The decision to temporarily withdraw 
the ship’s live export certification until it can comply with federal maritime regulations is a minimum necessity to 
restore credibility to the live export industry. Incidents such as this make it difficult for operators that do the right 
thing to be competitive. However, we do believe that the federal government needs to go further and remove the 
grandfathering provisions from shipping standards that allow ancient vessels that do not meet basic ventilation, 
movement, drainage and fodder requirements to continue to carry animals. Industry has had more than 10 years to 
meet these shipping standards, and the grandfathering provisions should now be removed. 

We recently received advice from the Solicitor-General that application of state animal welfare laws on live export 
ships would not necessarily be inconsistent with federal laws and would likely not pose a constitutional issue. If 
we continue to see incidents such as this, the state government will consider investigating cruelty on board ships 
in its own right. But the best outcome would be for the federal government to take responsibility for ensuring that 
animal welfare is protected on board ships by removing the grandfathering clause, ensuring that Exporter Supply 
Chain Assurance System rules are properly enforced and restoring public confidence in the industry. 
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